Table 2. Biochemical characteristics of bacterial strains
	
	P. tolaasii strains (36)  and
 *CFBP 2068T
	P. agarici strains (7) and
*CFBP 2063T

	Gram stain 
	-
	-

	Glucose (O/F)1 metabolism
	O
	O

	Levan production 
	-
	-

	Oxidase activity 
	+
	+

	Potato rot
	-
	-

	Arginine dehydrolase
	-
	-

	Tobacco hypersensitivity 
	-
	+

	Fluorescence on KB medium
	+
	+

	Catalase activity
	+
	nt

	Aesculin hydrolysis
	-
	nt

	Tween 80 hydrolysis 
	+
	nt

	Casein hydrolyses
	+
	nt

	Gelatine hydrolyses
	-
	nt

	Nitrate reduction
	-
	-

	Utilization of: 
	
	

	mannitol
	+
	+

	erythritol
	+
	-

	sorbitol
	+
	-

	inositol
	+
	nt

	sucrose
	-
	-

	trechalose
	+
	-

	L-arabinose
L-arabitol
	-
nt
	-
-

	D(-)tartrate
L-rhamnose
	-
nt
	-
-


Legend: O/F test - oxidative metabolism of glucose; + = positive result, - negative result; nt – not tested. 
*Results of biochemical tests for reference strains (Schaad et al., 2001; Lo Cantore and Iacobellis, 2004).

