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Dear Editor,

Please find our revised manuscript “Risk assessment to children's health based on the content of toxic metals in urban soil samples of Podgorica, Montenegro ”. We wish to submit the revised manuscript for consideration of publication in Vojnosanitetski pregled.
Following your suggestions, we have carefully considered the comments provided by the reviewer and modified our manuscript to address their concerns.  We have clarified a number of issues in the text and believe that the revised manuscript is much better as a result of changes.  We appreciate the reviewer’s comments and aid in making this a better paper.  We have included a detailed response to the referee’s comments below.
We look forward to receiving your comments and thank you for consideration of this manuscript.

Sincerely,
MSc Dijana Đurović
Institut of public health of Montenegro
Džona Džeksona bb
81000 Podgorica
Montenegro
Tel/fax: + 382(0)20 412888 
E-mail: dil@t-com.me

 

REPILES TO THE REFEREE’S COMMENTS - Title

We agree with the reviewer’s statement and change the title of paper and use in all manuscript term “toxic metals” instead “heavy metals”

Introduction

1. Please delete first two sentences. 

· Correction is made

2. Insted of soils start sentence with samples of soils …

· Correction is made

3. Please use instead of trace elements the term toxic metals …
· Correction is made


4. Please have in mind that reason for „exert toxicity“ is not the route of
exposure, route is just way how poison enter organism and reach target
organs.
· Correction is made

5. It is better to say that possibility of exposure is higher in children than
children are more vulnerable.
· Correction is made

6. Please delete daily ingestion of soil from this section and use in
discussion.
· Correction is made

7. Please revise the aim of the study according to the title.
· Correction is made

8. It is very important to commnet seasonal variations in content of toxic
metals in soil. Please explain why results obtained in October and November are chosen for this study.

· We would like to thank editor on this suggestion but the aim of the project was not investigation of seasonal variations in content of toxic
metals in soil. This paper is a result of scientific project financed by Ministry of science and Ministry of health, and in a frame and protocol of the project we conduct sampling in a period when kindergartens started, because a second part of the project was children blood sampling and everything had to be finished until November 2013.



Metodologija:

9. Please define subsections.

· Correction is made

10. Please give determination of toxic metals in soil in brief.
· Correction is made

11. Please give relevant institution as a reference instead of reference given
under 12, and same for references 13 and 14.
· Correction made for reference 13 and 14, institutions are given as reference (USEPA), reference 12 changed to reference 29 (specialist of medical statistic made all calculations and analyze the obtain data)



12. After formulas, please give according to the order of intake calculations
standard values used in calculations.
· Correction is made

13. The most important is to recalculate intakes by dividing content in soil in three portions, one that belongs to oral intake, second that belong to
inhalation, and third that belong to dermal absorption. Please consider reduction of exposure during 360 days per year.  Instead of average body weight of chinese chldren in USA please give the value for Montenegro population or at least European. Retype equation No5. 

· Correction is made. All results are recalculated according to new values for body weight and reduction of exposure and the data are given in table 5 through HI values.

14. In the table with RfD values for one route of exposure is missing, please
give the third column with adequate values.

· Correction is made




Rezultati:

15. 
Please separate results from discussion sections according to te guideline given in journal.
· Correction is made

16. In the Table is given Dutch legislation (values). It is not necessary,
national values are absolutely ok for this comparison.
· Correction is made

17. In results summer season is emphasized, but samples are taken in October
and November, please clarify.
· Correction is made

18. I would like to suggest that order of metal stay consistent. It would be
easier for reader to follow manuscript.

· Correction is made

19. In table for correlation analysisi it is not necesssary to repeat results. 
· Correction is made

20. Below Table 4 – no need for separation of localities, cluster analysis has already been done
· Correction is made


Discussion:

21. Same like for results.

· Correction is made


Bibliografija / Reference:: 

22. Please correct according to the author guideline.

· Correction is made


Conclusion

23. This part is too long, please make it shorten, and amphasize only the
calculated risks specially of in some of scenarios risk is higher than 1.

· Correction is made








