Prognostic value of heart rate variability in post-infarction patients 

Answer to the reviewer:

· Comment 1: The process of risk stratification following AMI . . .  means . . .  The process of stratification for secondary morbidity and mortality after AMI, especially for the increased mortality risk. It could stay also “The process of stratification for the increased mortality risk after acute myocardial infarction (AMI) . . .”
· Comment 2: corrected to the review – changed the text.   

· Comment 3: corrected typing error.

· Comment 4: corrected to the review – definition of all-cause mortality (death from any cause) and of the sudden cardiac death (occurring instantaneous to 1 hour after the onset of a change in clinical status).    

· Comment 5: corrected to the review - changed the text.   

· Comment 6: corrected to the review – During the follow up period of one year, 11 patients experienced death, 10 of them because of cardiac reason and one died of stroke. Among patients who had cardiac death 6 patients had SCD and 4 patients had worsening of heart failure as cause of death. Three patients died in the first 30 days after AMI, two patients had SCD and the third patient died because of congestive heart failure. 
· Comment 7: corrected to the review – 51% of patients treated with thrombolysis and no one with primary PCI.
· Comment 8: corrected to the review - included RR, CI and p values for mean heart rate and VPCs (the independent predictors of SCD).   

· Comment 9: corrected to the review - changed the text.   

· Comment 10: corrected to the review - changed the text.   

· Comment 11: corrected to the review – included the suggested sentence.   

· Comment 12: corrected to the review - changed the text.   

· Comment 13: corrected to the review - changed the text.   

