Table 1. General characteristics of the study population (3rd and 6th year medical students)

	
	3rd year  
	6th year 

	Number of respondents
	350
	242

	Sex (male/female)

Number (%)
	109/241

(31/69)
	74/168

(30/70)

	The year of enrolment to Faculty of Medicine (median values, interquartile ranges 25-75%)
	2009

(2008-2009)
	2006

(2005-2006)

	Average score during the studies (median values)* 
	8-9
	8-9


* Score rank 6-10
Table 2. The 3rd and 6th year medical students’ opinion on the most important problems of patients with rare diseases

	The most important problems of patients
	3rd year
	6th year
	P value

	Lack of information among general public ( % )
	67.71
	56.61
	P < 0.01

	Lack of scientific knowledge ( % )
	31.42
	37.19
	P > 0.05

	Lack of access to correct diagnosis ( % )
	46.28
	42.56
	P > 0.05

	Lack of appropriate quality healthcare ( % )
	49.71
	40.08
	P < 0.05

	Lack of registered drugs for rare diseases (%)
	41.43
	70.24
	P < 0.0001

	Complicated procedures of drug provison ( % )
	60.00
	63. 22
	P > 0.05

	High prices of drugs
	86.29
	80.58
	P > 0.05

	Other causes
	2.00
	1.65
	P > 0.05


Table 3. The 3rd and 6th year medical students’ opinion on ways of improving availability of the drugs for rare diseases

	Availability of drugs for rare diseases can be improved by greater involment of ...
	3rd year
(mean)
	6th year
(mean)
	P value

	The State
	8.9
	8.8
	P > 0.05

	Drug manufacturers and distributors
	7.9
	7.8
	P > 0.05

	Associations of patients with rare diseases
	6.8
	6.7
	P > 0.05

	Medical profession associations
	6.0
	5.8
	P > 0.05


Table 4. The 3rd and 6th year medical students’ opinion on ways of improving pharmacotherapy of rare diseases in Serbia

	How to improve pharmacotherapy of  rare diseases
	3rd year

(%)
	6th year

(%)
	P value

	Raise general awareness and expertise
	30.57
	60.00
	P < 0.0001

	Well-timed diagnostics
	44.86
	63.22
	P < 0.0001

	Simplified procedures for drug provision
	50.00
	70.66
	P < 0.0001

	Compliance with legislation in its entirety
	8.29
	17.77
	P < 0.01

	Registration of novel drugs
	55.43
	69.01
	P < 0.01

	The establishment of the National Plan for Rare Diseases
	64.57
	74.38
	P < 0.05

	Creating the registry of rare diseases
	54.58
	53.72
	P > 0.05
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