First of all we would like to thank the reviewers for their comments and their time.
Answers to reviewer’s A comment

Comment 1
In an article “The association of metabolic syndrome and psoriasis: a study from Montenegro“, case-control study of patients wiht and wihtut psoriasis was reported. Owever, the cases were not age and sex- matched with the controls, so the results could be confounded bz this factors. Particularly, the age could be the major confounding factor that could be responsible for higher percentages of metabolic syndrome and its parameter in psoriasis group with a median age of 50 years, and patients without psoriasis with a median age 43 years. 

Answer 1
As you observed, we did not use matching in our study. However, it is well documented in the literature that confounding in observational studies can be controlled either in the design of the study (e.g. with matching or restriction) or in the analysis (e.g. by using stratification or multivariate regression analysis) (Schlesselman. Case-Control Studies: Design, Conduct, Analysis, 1982; Kelsy et al. Methods in observational Epidemiology, 1996; Jepsen P et al. Interpretation of observational studies Heart 2004;90:956–960. doi: 10.1136/hrt.2003.017269; McNamee R. Regression modelling and other methods to control confounding. Occup Environ Med 2005; 62:500-506 doi:10.1136/oem.2002.001115). 
Like a number of authors we decided to use multivariate logistic regression analysis as a powerful mean of controlling for confounding, and an alternative approach to matching. Multivariate logistic regression has enabled us to assess relationship between metabolic syndrome and psoriasis independent of (controlling for, or adjusted for) gender and age group. 
Also, we would like to point out that in more than a half of all published studies on this topic (assessment of the relationship between psoriasis and metabolic syndrome), cases were not age- and sex- matched with controls (Gisondi et al. British Journal of Dermatol 2007; Love et al. Arch Dermatol 2011; Miller et al. JEADV 2014; Kim and Lee. Ann Dermatol 2013; Danielsen et al. BJD 2014; etc.).

Comment 2
Also, the results need not to be linked to the geographical region, since the regional differences are not crucial for psoriasis epidemiological features. 

Answer 2
Our study was conducted in Montenegro and the results are valid for our sample of Montenegrin psoriatic patients. We agree with you that the regional differences are not crucial for psoriasis epidemiological features, but it is confirmed that the prevalence of metabolic syndrome varies widely among different nations and different regions.


Answers to reviewer’s B comments

Comment 1
The controls were significantly younger than psoriasis patients and this is an important confounder which makes it less reliable to draw conclusions.
The controls should have been also age-matched. It was clearly shown that MetS positively correlates with increasing age (Hildrum B et al. BMC Public Health 2007). Please comment appropriately.

Answer 1
We are aware of the fact that MetS positively correlates with increasing age, and that age is potential confounder in the relationship between MetS and psoriasis. However, we would like to point out that methodologists in the literature stress that confounding can be controlled either in the design of the study (e.g. with matching or restriction in observational studies) or in the analysis (e.g. by using stratification or multivariate regression analysis) (Schlesselman. Case-Control Studies: Design, Conduct, Analysis, 1982; Kelsy et al. Methods in observational Epidemiology, 1996; Jepsen P et al. Interpretation of observational studies Heart 2004;90:956–960. doi: 10.1136/hrt.2003.017269; McNamee R. Regression modelling and other methods to control confounding. Occup Environ Med 2005; 62:500-506 doi:10.1136/oem.2002.001115). 
Besides being useful for describing the relationships and making predictions, multivariate regression analysis provides a powerful mean of controlling for confounding. It allows adjusting for potential confounding factors such as age and sex, and tends to be favored when there are many confounders to be controlled. That’s why we did multivariate logistic regression analysis to control for confounders, as an alternative approach to matching. It means that our result that psoriatic patients had more frequently metabolic syndrome than control subjects was adjusted for age and sex and other variables included in the model. 
Also, we would like to stress that in more than a half of all published studies dealing with assessment of relationship between psoriasis and metabolic syndrome, cases were not age- and sex- matched with the controls (Gisondi et al. British Journal of Dermatol 2007; Love et al. Arch Dermatol 2011; Miller et al. JEADV 2014; Kim and Lee. Ann Dermatol 2013; Danielsen et al. BJD 2014; etc.).

Comment 2
The[M1] aim of this study was to investigate the association of metabolic syndrome and its components with psoriasis, and to predict the factors that determine the metabolic syndrome in psoriatic patients. 
[M1]In psoriatic patients from Montenegro

Answer 2
Page 4, last paragraph of Introduction section: We accepted your suggestion and now the sentence is wording:
The aim of this study was to investigate the association of metabolic syndrome and its components with psoriasis, and to predict the factors that determine the metabolic syndrome in psoriatic patients from Montenegro.

Comment 3
The psoriatic patients with metabolic syndrome were older, had later onset of psoriasis (with statistical significance at the border), longer disease duration and a higher BMI. No relationship was observed regarding gender, prevalence of smoking, disease onset or psoriasis severity (Table 3[M2]).
[M2]In a sentence above and from Table 3 it seems that a later onset is more common in patients with MetS. Please correct.

Answer 3
Page 7, first paragraph: We made correction as you suggested and deleted the part of the sentence “had later onset of psoriasis (with statistical significance at the border)“ Now the sentence is wording:
The psoriatic patients with metabolic syndrome were older, had longer disease duration and a higher BMI. 

Comment 4
To our knowledge, this is the first study in the[M3] Montenegro undertaken to assess the association between psoriasis and metabolic syndrome.
[M3]Should not be preceded with the article

Answer 4
Page 7, first paragraph of Discussion section: Multiple logistic regression which we used in the analysis has enabled us to assess relationship between metabolic syndrome and psoriasis independent of (i.e. controlling for) gender, and age. That’s why we do not know what is wrong in the sentence “To our knowledge, this is the first study in the Montenegro undertaken to assess the association between psoriasis and metabolic syndrome”. If you insist we will delete it.

Thank you again for your suggestions and your time.

Sincerely yours,
Authors
